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      Newsletter March 2014 
 

The dissolution of EPERC, the European Pressure Equipment Research Council 

I have just received from UCC/ANIMA (Unione Costruttori Caldareria, the Italian Pressure 
Equipment Manufacturers' Association of the ANIMA federation, the actual operating agent of 
EPERC-AISBL) the agenda of the next meeting of this association, to be held in Milan on April 3rd 
2014. One of the points on the agenda is the following: "Dissolution of the Association EPERC-
AISBL". Well, when an association is completely useless, the best thing to do is to dissolute it (you 
could possibly use less gentle words: to disband, to delete, to eliminate, to kill, possibly with the 
relevant elimination - dissolution – cancellation - assassination of all responsible people, starting 
with the President, the board of directors, the secretary, and all the employees and workers, if any). 
Then you can collect all the documents concerned (letters, technical bulletins, conference reports, 
meeting agendas), bring them to the proper disposal facilities and proceed to disrupt - destroy – 
eliminate them, so that also the memory of EPERC-AISBL is dissolved – cancelled – disrupted – 
destroyed, and no one in the world will ever remember anything concerning this stupid and useless 
association.  
 
But why the said stupid and useless association was created? Just to copy the Americans with their 
Pressure Vessel Research Council and the Japanese with their Japan Pressure Vessel 
Research Council? Looking in the Statute of EPERC-AISBL we read: 
 
"The main objective of the Association is to develop the European Industry of pressure equipment 
(manufacturers and users) through research. Other objective of the Association are: 
 

� promoting the role and importance of the pressure equipment industry in Europe; 
� promoting and encouraging under respect of the applicable law, cooperation among the 

manufacturers and users of pressure equipment; 
� safeguarding the interests of the industry, particularly economic policy issues; 
� encouraging technical progress, protection of environment and safety at work in the field of 

pressure equipment; 
� harmonization of legislation and standardisation as well as acceptance tests at international 

and European levels in order to facilitate the exchange of goods across borders; 
� the promotion of competitive methods for in-service inspection and their recognition in 

standardization and European legislation; 
� assisting and advising authorities involved in questions concerning pressure equipment at 

European level. 
 
Its mission is to coordinate and promote the common technical interests and strategies of the 
European pressure equipment and related industry in relation to European institutions and the 
international community"  

This was more or less the same program of work of the old EPERC (not yet –AISBL): certainly an 
ambitious one. But let's look at some historical data. Founded in 1995 under the auspices of the 
European Commission, the former EPERC in the year 2000 was organised in several task forces: 

TTF1 Fatigue Design 

TTF2 High Strength Steels 
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TTF3 Harmonisation of Inspection Programming in Europe 

TTF4 Flanges and Gaskets 

TTF5 Service Integrity and Life Extension 

TTF6 Tanks for Alternative Fuels 

TTF7 Hydrogen Damage 

At that time EPERC was only a "de facto" association, and its operating agent was the Joint 
Research Centre of the European Commission. In 2003 EPERC had more than 300 
members (individuals or organisations). Several technical documents (Bulletins) have been 
produced in those years, on Flanges, High Strength Steels, etc. Obviously the entry into force of 
the Pressure Equipment Directive (2002) has decreased the interest of the Commission in 
supporting EPERC. Having thus lost also the support of JRC, EPERC was obliged to find volunteers 
to act as operating agents: the last operating agent of the former EPERC was UCC/ANIMA, who is 
also the actual operating agent of EPERC-AISBL. In the general Assembly of December 2007 it 
was finally decided to transform EPERC from a "de facto" organisation in a "de jure" 
organisation, thus creating EPERC-AISBL (Association Internationale Sans But Lucratif 
according to the Belgian legislation), with a better possibility to manage research projects using the 
funding provided by the Commission for research activities. This decision was further confirmed in 
2009 at Budapest. However no one knows why it took UCC/ANIMA so many years to obtain the 
recognition of EPERC-AISBL as a legal Belgian entity, which happened officially only in 2011 with 
the Royal Decree of October 27th. Certainly the 3-4 years stop of any activity has caused a fall of 
interest in many of the original more than 300 members, so that the actual members of EPERC-
AISBL (who actually paid the association fee for the first year) are a little bit more than 10 
individuals and/or organisations. This fall of interest became evident at the time of the general 
assembly of November 2011, which never took place, because almost no one of the 
members was willing to participate. No further date was fixed for this assembly, no promotional 
activity was carried out by UCC/ANIMA, no one dared even to ask the members for the payment of 
the subsequent yearly association fees. So the first general assembly of EPERC-AISBL, 
scheduled for the next month of April, will also be the last one. In this general assembly at 
the first point of the agenda the members will have to approve the financial statements for the year 
2012 (result: loss of 29,83 Euro) and for the year 2013 (result: loss of 29,84 Euro), as well as the 
budget for 2014 (result: loss of 364,70 Euro, having spent all the amount of the original association 
fees to pay first the constitution, and then the dissolution of EPERC-AISBL). In other words: sorry 
gentlemen, it was only a joke. 

Who is responsible for this? The actual President Dr. Franco Tartaglino? The 6 directors (including 
myself)? The President of UCC? The President of ANIMA? The European Commission? The original 
300 members? The world crisis? Or it is the fault of the cynical and cheat fate, just to recall a 
famous sentence of Benito Mussolini? 

Well, let's try to be realistic. The pressure equipment industry (at least the manufacturing 
industry) is quickly moving outside Europe: even if many important French, German and Italian 
Pressure Vessel and Boiler makers still exist, many of them have transferred all their manufacturing 
activities towards countries like India, Saudi Arabia, Kazakhstan, Turkey, etc. Only a few European 
manufacturers, which make qualified vessels of very peculiar and expensive materials, are insisting 
in keeping their facilities open. May be we have in Europe still some important users, big oil, gas 
and power generation companies:  but how can you pretend that these poor guys are still interested 
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in developing the Pressure Equipment industry in Europe? How can you pretend that they are 
interested in the research on pressure equipment? And why they should subcontract their 
relationships with the European Union to an Association like EPERC-AISBL? Each one of them has 
already very good links with the European Union. At the end, why they should collaborate with 
European Institutions and Organisations for the growth of the Pressure Equipment sector, having 
clarified that in this sector in Europe there is no growth at all? And why they should present to the 
Commission some stupid research project and ask them for funding? Let other countries make their 
own research projects and let find themselves the proper funding! In Europe we have already 
ORGALIME, the European Federation of the Mechanical Industry, which assures the proper 
contacts with the Commission. Moreover, we have already several CEN Technical Committees, 
where some experts are amusing themselves in writing the proper EN standards needed for the 
application of the European Directives (at a really negligible cost, since they are all working for fun). 
Of course these guys are always complaining that some kind of theoretical or experimental 
work in support of the standardization would be needed, but at the end they will certainly 
realize that the best thing to do is to go on copying somebody else's standards, leaving the 
European Commission the possibility of using the money of the European tax payers for more 
important business.  
 
Of course there is also the possibility that some one of the actual members will come to the 
assembly to say that he doesn't agree with the dissolution of EPERC-AISBL, may be also proposing a 
change in the board of directors and a change of the operating agent; or may be some one of 
the members of the former EPERC will have some reasonable proposal to keep this 
organisation alive. Well, if this is the case, please do something. 

 
     Dr. Fernando Lidonnici 
Convenor of WG53/CEN TC54 

 

 

Masterclass - Pressure Vessel and Heat Exchanger Design Using EN 13445.3 in 
Comparison with the Main International Standards  

A warm thank from Piet Verbesselt and myself to all the participants to the Masterclass held in 
Afflighem (Belgium) on 23rd and 24th October 2013: it is nice to see that there are in Europe so 
many young engineers that are still interested in the Pressure Equipment industry. Many 
thanks also to Sirris for the excellent organisation of this event, that we hope to repeat in the near 
future also in different European locations. 

 
What’s being cooked up? 
 
Our new software platform NextGen (containing already the software to ASME Section VIII 
division 1 and 2) is being implemented with the software according to EN 13445.3. Many 
licensees of the “classic” version of EN 13445.3 have required the Beta version of the new 
software (which has recently been completed with the Heat Exchanger components). We thank all 
these licensees for the comments they are forwarding, which are precious either for discovering 
hidden bugs or for the proposed improvements. As already explained in the past newsletters, having 
a licence of both the ASME programs and EN 13445.3 gives now the possibility, in a vessel which 
was graphically created and calculated in accordance with ASME, to change the design code 
from ASME VIII division 1 or division 2 to EN 13445.3 and vice versa.  We are now working 
to complete the package with wind and seismic calculations, including of course the 
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calculation of supports. The first attention has to be given to horizontal vessels on saddle 
supports, where the Zick's method contained in ASME Section VIII division 2 will be 
extended to the calculation also of stresses due to horizontal (transverse and 
longitudinal) loads due to wind and earthquake, following the same procedure contained in our 
classic program Zick (which is however based on PD 5500). Then we will deal with vertical 
vessels, thus transferring into the NextGen platform also our classic program COLOAS, used for 
the calculation of tall vertical vessels, extending its field of application to any kind of supports 
(therefore not only skirts, but also brackets, legs, supporting rings). We hope that the new 
software will be ready before the end of this year, when the Edition 2014 of EN 13445 will be 
published. This new edition will contain the new Clause 22 "Tall Vertical Vessels", for which the 
new software is needed. 

Starting with January 1st 2014 we have stopped the update of the classic version of ASME 
VIII division 1: all the licensees concerned have already received, with no extra charge other than 
the yearly assistance fee, the new software updates on the NextGen platform. Note that we have 
added in the NextGen platform the possibility to create non graphical components, that is, 
components that are part of the vessel, but are not displayed in the graphical construction: this is 
made in order to give the possibility to cover some kind of unusual details, which could hardly be 
constructed with the graphical interface. 

We also wish to inform all our French customers that we have made an agreement with CETIM 
(The French Research Centre of the Mechanical Industry) for the distribution in France of our 
software. Another agreement was made for Germany with the company SIGMA 
Ingenieurgesellschaft mbH, who will distribute our software in Germany, while Sant'Ambrogio will 
distribute in Italy their software for the calculation of piping (ROHR2 program system for static and 
dynamic analysis of complex piping and skeletal structures). 

 

We welcome our new licensees: 

 
Ateliers François S.A. - Liège - BELGIUM 

BALDARI MONTAGGI Sas – Napoli - ITALY                     
Certificazioni e Collaudi  Srl – Biella - ITALY 
FORAIN Srl – Milano - ITALY 
FRAMBATI  Gian Marco  Srl – Sala Baganza (Parma) - ITALY 
Ind.Mecc. BASSI LUIGI & C. SpA - San Rocco al Porto (Lodi) - ITALY       
MECH.DESIGN Srl – Pisa - ITALY 

SEGA Industrie – Solesmes - FRANCE 

Services & Testing Laboratories – Bagnolo Mella (Brescia) - ITALY 

SITECH Srl – Milano - ITALY 
SOKOLOVSKA UHELNA – Sokolov - CZECH REPUBLIC  

STI Srl – Sora (Frosinone) - ITALY 
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